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them to the contrary, by which means they would arrive at
the middle course.

S. But perhaps this is not good language to hold $ for
arguments about matters of suffering and acting are less
persuasive than facts. When therefore arguments are at
variance with what is evident to the senses, they are de-
spised;, and destroy the truth also -, for if he who censures
pleasure, is ever seen to be desiring it, he appears to have a
leaning towards it, as if all pleasure were of the same na-
ture | for to draw nice distinctions is not the character of
the multitude.

4. True arguments therefore seem not only to be very
useful for obtaining knowledge^ but also with a view to
life $ for when they agree with facts, they are believed.-
Hence men exhort those who understand them, to live ac-
cording to them. Enough then of such matters 5 and let
us go *over what has been said upon the subject of pleasure.

CHAP. II.

The arguments by which Eudoxus maintained pleasure to be the
summum bonum.

1, EUDOXUS thought that pleasure was the summum bonumy
because he saw all things, both rational and irrational seek-
ing it \ and in every thing that which is an object of choice
is good, and that which is most so is the greatest good : but
lie considered that for every thing to have an inclination to-
wards the same object proved that object to be the best for
all; because each finds that which is good for himself as he
does food ; consequently that which is good to all, and
which all aim at> he thought was the summum bonum. And
his words were believed, more from the excellence of his
character, than from themselves $ for he had the reputation